others, that they are tree to do me another wrong.
For it is written: 'If thou take no revenge for an
old injury, thou invitest thine enemies to do thee a
new evil.' And also, what of my sufferance, men
would do to me so much of villainy that I could
neither endure it nor sustain it; and I should be held
in contempt. For men say: 'In patient sufferance
shall many things happen to one, the which one may
not grin and bear/ "
"Certainly," said Prudence, "I grant you that too
much of sufferance is not a good thing; but yet it
follows not therefrom that every person to whom
men do a rascality may take vengeance for it; for that
is the duty of and belongs only to the proper judges.
Wherefore the two authorities that you have quoted
are only to be understood as speaking to and of the
judges; for when they suffer overmuch that wrong
and crime remain unpunished, they not only invite
new injury and wrong, but they command that they
be done. Also a wise man says: 'The judge who does
not chasten the sinner, bids him to sin again.' And
it is conceivable that the judges and sovereigns of
any realm might show so much leniency to criminals
and evil-doers that, from such sufferance, in process
of time, they might so wax in power as to turn out
the judges and the monarchs from their places, and
thus, at last, deprive them of the mastery.
"But now let us assume that you have a proper
leave to avenge yourself. I say that you have not now
the power to avenge yourself. For if you will com-
pare your own with the power and might of your
adversaries, you shall find, in many ways, as I have
previously pointed out, that their condition is better
than yours. And therefore say I that it is well, as for
this time, to suffer your injuries in patience.
"Furthermore, you know well the common saw:
It is madness in a man to strive with one who is
stronger than himself; and to strive with a man of
even strength is dangerous; but to strive with £

